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Ontario Early Years Centre:  
St. Patrick School  
A place where Parents and Caregivers can: 

• Participate with their children 0-6 in a range of 
programs and activities. 

• Get answers to parenting questions. 
• Get information about programs and services 

that are available for young children. 
• Talk to Early Years Professionals, as well as 

other parents and caregivers in the community. 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:30am – 12:00pm 

 
Appointments and Messages 
If your son/daughter has an appointment he/she will 
remain in the classroom until an adult arrives at the 
school.  This will avoid students waiting at the office for 
extended periods.  Also, please ensure that messages 
about changes for end of the day pick up arrangements 
are provided to the office by 2:30 (expect in emergency 
situations).  We want to ensure that we have enough time 
to give the message to the appropriate staff member.  
 

Gr. 8 Journey Retreat – Feb 15th – Feb 16th  
The Journey Retreat is a new experience that is 
replacing the pervious SCOEP program.  This retreat will 
help Gr. 8 students to discover their own spirituality and 
become inspired into action as their faith-filled journey 
continues into St. Paul Secondary School.  The program 
occurs at Our Lady of Grace.  
What is new: 

• 2 day ONE night retreat 
• Evening Day ONE – student stay overnight 
• Day TWO – Eucharist and Dinner with families at 

5:30 
• Day TWO – 8:00pm – parents take child home 

from the retreat.  
 

 
 

 
NOW IS THE TIME.  60 minutes a day can make a 
difference.  Children and youth ages five to 14 should 
accumulate at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous 
intensity physical activity daily.  Being active can help 
children improve their health, do better in school, improve 
their fitness, grow stronger, have fun playing with friends, 
feel happier, maintain a healthy body weight, improve self 
confidence, and learn new skills.  It’s time to make the 
time. 

 

Speak Out 2012 – St. Patrick School 
On Tuesday February 28

th
 our school will host Speak Out 

for Gr. 4-8 at 12:30.  The top student in each division will 
be going on the to Area Speak Out at St. Vincent de Paul 
on March 1

st
 at 6:30pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
February 13

th
 – February 17

th
  

“Kids Helping Kids” is now into its 14th year and is one of Niagara 
Catholic’s most rewarding fundraising/educational programs in support 
of Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre.   
 
The Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre had its beginnings in the early 
1950’s and at the present time, provides treatment for more than 3,000 
children with physical or communicative disabilities from all 12 
municipalities in Regional Niagara. 
 
“Kids Helping Kids” is always held around Valentine’s Day to signify 
giving from the heart out of love and the funds raised go directly for the 
delivery of therapy services, resulting in a positive difference in the lives 
of many children. 
 
Because of the generosity, care and compassion of those who make up 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board, necessary funding is 
generated through various projects that enables therapists at the NPCC 
to perform minor miracles on a regular basis. 
 
Many former and current students in the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board system have received or are receiving therapy at the 
Children’s Centre and have benefited by the Centre’s programs and 
services. 
 
Thanks to the “Kids Helping Kids” campaign, life-changing success 
stories occur on a regular basis at the Children’s Centre. 

 

The school is asking a minimum donation of 
$1.00 per student to participate for the week! 
• ��������	
��
����
��������	����
• ���������������
��������
��������� �
• ��!���"��
�#����
��!��$���%�	�����
• &����
����"��'���	
��(��
��
�
����������)�*���
�(�)�*��+
���
• ��	����
����
�����
�����
������
���,--.�
���$����
�/�001�
• 22�"��%3����������
�����
�����'�)�*�

�(�
4
�5�������(����)�*�

+�6	���
Monday 13th ������� ���
��7�
	���
����������
8��

���9�������
���������������6�!�����1�

Tuesday 
14th 
 Gr. 7 at 
Cyberquest 

7,��:;&-�/�008�
<�65�,��
�5�����������
�����

���9�������
���������������6�!�����1�

Wed 15th 
"�	�%��
�0����=$��
�

����
�>��'�?����������

Thurs 16th 
"�	�%��
�0�*��=$��
��

"�	�@3���
�?�$����3���

<�
���
�

7������ ���
��
����>A<������/�008�
������(���(�
����

"�	�-:�3��BC���(�BC
�5�"�	���(�+�BC+��(�
��C���5�"�	�4D%����C+��(���C��5�

Friday 17th 
Gr. 7 at 
Cyberquest 

 Gr. 8 at 

Journey’s 
Retreat�

BC���'�(�7������ ���
��
����>A<��
8�)������
�0������ �8��

�
��������>�����(���!���-!��
�(�.�6��E����� �

.�6����6����
��
�� ��$����!����'��
1�

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School Newsletter – February 2012 

Breakfast Club – Volunteer Program 
The breakfast program run by the Church is going well.  
Children are responsible and are encouraged to use 
this great resource for our school.  Students in the 
ELKP program are welcome to attend, however there is 
no teacher supervision.  Staff will be on duty at 8:30 am 
in the playground and will not be able to supervise 
and/or walk your child from the breakfast program to 
the school playground.  Parent/guardians are 
encouraged to set up a buddy system with an older 
student if this need exists. 
 
 
.   
 
CSC is a great way to get involved with your child’s 
education!  Meetings are very informative and a great 
way to share your thoughts and ideas.  We are 
planning spring events and need your input!  Hope to 
see you at our meetings!   
 
Recipe book will be put on hold until the next school 
year.  Unfortunately there were not enough parents to 
assist with the fundraiser.  Hopefully it will be a success 
next year! 
 
Tentative - MOVIE NIGHT – March 22, 2012 at 5:30 
(pizza – movie to start at 6pm)  – tentative date 
This was a fantastic community building event that 
CSC is in the early stages of planning for March.  More 
details to come out in February.    Next meeting 
February 23

rd
 at 5:00 pm – location to be determined.  

 

Blue Spruce Reading Program 
This year, the primary students of St. Patrick School 
will be participating in the Blue Spruce Reading 
program.  The students will be listening to the stories 
that are chosen by the Ontario Library Association and 
will vote for their favourite book this spring.   The start 
date for Blue Spruce will be the first week back after 
Christmas holidays.   The Primary classes from ELKP 
to Grade 3 will be participating.  If you have any 
questions in regards to this, see Ms. MacKenzie 
 

Soccer Dome – Gr. 4-8 
During the month of January the grade 4-8 students will 
be going to the soccer dome for physical education 
activities.  Gr. 4-6 will attend from 9-11 and Gr. 7-8 
from 11-1pm.  The dates are January 13

th
 and January 

27
th
.   

POETRY CLUB 
After the Christmas Break the poetry club will start!  We 
are very excited to offer this wonderful form of 
expression for interested students in the school.  Mrs. L 
Mangiacasale (ELP) teacher will be leading this club.  It 
will start in February!  
 

Inclement Weather – Ice Storms and 
Blizzards! 
As the winter approaches we ask that parents and 
students be prepared for conditions where the buses 
are not running and the schools may be closed.  If 
the buses are not running in the morning, they will 
not run in the afternoon.  Please allow extra travel 
time for the bus driver to make it to your stops.  
 
Please revisit your inclement/emergency weather 
closing plan as indicated to the school in September.  
In the event of an emergency school closing, you 
selected one of the following options: 

a) sent home on bus (if bus student) if buses 
are running 

b) walk home 
c) pick my child up 

 

Please listen to 105.1 the River in the morning if 
inclement weather is in our area to hear about 
BUSES and SCHOOL CLOSURES.  
 

Winter Fun in the Playground – a few 
reminders 
This is the FIRST year in a while where students will 
have access to an open field to play in the snow 
during the winter months.  While we are very excited 
about playing in the snow, students need to 
remember to play safely and responsibly.  
 
• Snow can be used for building (not throwing)  

• Snow forts MUST be lower than a child’s wait line 
(based on primary student’s height).  Forts higher than 
allowed will be taken down by staff.  

• Very high snow hills – off limits (lower hills students 
will be allowed to play on) 

• Snowmen must be no higher than a child’s waist.  

• Any student who chooses to throw snow in any form, 
push or destroy items built, and not follow the code of 
conduct will be subject to natural consequences – time 
out area outside, loss of recess, and in more severe 
situations suspension.  

 
 Pick up and Drop Off – Staff Parking Lot 
Thank you for your cooperation with following the 
pick up and drop off requests by the school.  Your 
actions show that you support the need for safety 
and that you value the precious lives of our students.  
As you know this is a very tight space and staff is 
double/triple parked.  There is no room for extra 
vehicles to pick up and drop of children.  This is not a 
safe situation as cars can not turn around to exit out 
of the parking lot.  Parents need to use the church 
parking lot on Huron street  for pick up and drop 
off.  We appreciate all parents/guardians 
cooperation.    
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Student Safety & School       Communication                      
 

Safe Arrival – absent, sick, call us . . . 

Please call the school at 354-6631 anytime (24 hours) to 
inform us that your child will be absent or late for whatever 
reason for that day. We must account for every child.  If we 
can not locate a child or contact an adult the school 
may need to contact the police.   
 

Student Supervision 
Students will be supervised during the school day during 
instructional time and at recess.  Supervision will be 
provided during the following times before and after school: 
8:30 – 8:45 am (before school starts) - 2:57 – 3:10pm BUS 
supervision ONLY) THERE is NO SUPERVISION IN THE 
PLAYGROUND after 2:57 pm.  Once a parent/guardian 
picks up his/her child, the child is considered in the 
parent/guardians care.  Parents are encouraged to use the 
park on Maple Street after school! 
 
 

Visitor’s/Volunteers to the school 
All visitors during the school day must sign in at the main 
office.  These may include parents/volunteers, community 
partners as per board policy.  All visitors must wear an 
identification tag provided by the office.   
 

St. Patrick Code of RESPECT 
 

1. Respect each other’s personal space (no body contact); 
2. If it is not yours, leave it alone, ask for permission; 
3. Use kind words when speaking (no use of profane/vulgar 

language); 
4. Refuse to bully others or to be a bystander to acts of 

bullying and report all acts immediately to staff.  
5. Be honest. 
6. All behaviours must support our Gospel values 

 
Attendance Procedures for persistent lates 
and absences.   
 
Parents are required to ensure children who are enrolled in 
school attend regularly.  Absences must be reported and 
considerable reasonable as outlined in the The Education 
Act Part II School Attendance 21.(2).  Student with 
persistent absences or a pattern of absences may be 
subject to the attendance protocol referral process: 

1. Step 1: Teacher Contact 
2. Step 2: Principal Contact via meeting/letter 
3. Step 3: Referral of student case file to Stay in 

School Coordinator when all other steps have been 
exhausted 

4. Step 4 – Stay in School Coordinator will be 
involved with attendance concerns – this may 
involve community resources.  

Homework Help – Grades 7 to 10 
 – On-line 
 
The OERB allows students to access thousands of 
multimedia resources.  These resources help them 
understand tough concepts and can be interactive 
and helpful to parents assisting his/her child with 
homework.  You can access the OERT on Niagara 
Catholic’s website under e-learning or go to: 
https://resources.elearningontario.ca/. Please 
contact your child’s teacher if your child does not 
remember the username or password. 
 
HOMEWORK HELP – This involves a one time 
registration for students and guests before 
accessing Homework Help.  Students need to 
register using their OEN (on report card) and date 
of birth to be eligible for Chat Room tutoring.   
https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org this help is for grade 7 
to 10 MATH ONLY!  
 

Tips for parents to engage BOYS to 
read at home – edu.gov.on.ca 

1. Let him make his own choices. If it's his 
choice, then he'll want to read it. Don't 
worry if he chooses the same types of 
books to read over and over or if they have 
edgy humour. Remind yourself that he's 
actually reading and enjoying it.  

2. Everybody enjoys a good story, so read 
to him. If your son finds a story interesting 
but the book too hard, share the reading. 
This will also make the book more fun to 
read.  

3. Challenge his mind in other ways. 
Reading and writing are only a couple of 
ways to challenge your son's mind. Spend 
time with him and share some brain 
teasing games like chess, crossword 
puzzles, board games – even video 
games. An active mind is better prepared 
for reading.  

4. Have him read all sorts of material. 
There's much more to read that just books. 
Try reading the instructions to a model 
airplane or new video game. It's all reading 
and it's all good practice.  

5. Tap into your son's hobbies and 
interests. Turn his interest in sports and 
music into a reason for reading. Give him 
books and magazines about things that he 
already finds fun and interesting and he'll 
soon discover that reading can be interesting 
too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



 

This program is for parents and children whose families may have 

experienced school failure, substance abuse, depression                 

and/or violence. 

March 20—June 19, 2012 

Tuesdays  for 14 weeks 

3:30—6:30 pm 

 

Location: St. Patrick’s School– 4653 Victoria Ave. 

 

To Register, Call Laura at (905) 356-4222 ext. 234 

BY: March 6, 2012 

Dinner will be provided! 

Strengthening Families 

for the Future 

Families who          

participate 

learn: 

 

• How to solve 

problems      

together 

 

• How to talk to 

each other 

 

• How to help 

children       

succeed 

Free!

A FREE program for children (ages 7-11) and their 

parents! 

• CAMH 

• Contact Niagara 

• Family and Children’s 

Services 

• Niagara Falls  CHC 

• Niagara Regional Public 

Health 

• Niagara Catholic District 

School Board 

• Pathstone Mental Health  

• Powerhouse Project 

• Quest CHC 

Supported By: 


